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of each Psalm 
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-H. J. SHANLEY & Co., BURLINGTON, VT. 


It is hoped that these hints may be helpful 
to a more intelligent use of the Psalter. Slip 
this paper into your Prayer Book, so that you 
can glance at it at the beginning of each Psalm 
in the service. 

The “fundamental thought” is of course be- 
hind the historical setting and any Messianic 
or spiritual application of a Psalm. 

A. C. A. H. 

Burlington, Vt. 

January, 1914. 


Psalm. 


ti 


The happiness of God’s true servant.( All 
Saints. ) : 

The sure reign of God’s chosen king. 
(Easter. ) 

Confidence in God in the midst of foes. 

God’s protection of His true servant. 
(Easter Even.) 

The prayer of the righteous. 

A prayer in affliction for mercy. (Ash- 
Wednesday.) 

A prayer in persecution for vindication be- 
fore foes. 

God’s regard of human nature. (Advent: 
Ascension. ) 

A prayer to God the righteous judge to de- 

liver His people from wicked oppressors. 

A reply of the godly to the taunt of the 
wicked. 

The Lord’s rebuke of the ungodly, 

An appeal to God in great trouble. 

A description of the ungodly. 

A description of the godly man. (Ascen- 
sion: All Saints.) 

Confidence of the godly man in God even 
in view of death. (Easter Even.) 

A prayer and protestation of the godly. 
(Easter Even.) 


18. 


19. 


God’s intervention on behalf of His faith- 
ful servant. 

The revelation of God in nature and in 
the law. (Christmas.) 

A Godspeed on a great enterprise. (Puri- 
fication. ) 

A thanksgiving for victory. (Ascension. ) 

A cry for deliverance from one in most 
bitter persecution. (Good Friday.) 

A hymn in praise of the Lord as a faith- 
ful and loving shepherd. 

God’s entrance into His sanctuary; who 
may follow Him. (Ascension. ) 

The prayer of a humble servant of God. 

A protestation of integrity. 

A hymn of joyful confidence in God. 
(Transfiguration. ) 

God’s dealing with the godly and with the 
ungodly 

A contemplation of God supreme over all. 
( Trinity.) 

A thanksgiving for deliverance from 
death. (Easter Even.) 

A protestation of unfailing trust in God 
amidst great calamities. (Easter Even.) 

The relief of penitent confession. (Ash- 
‘Wednesday. ) 

The praise of God most high. (Trinity.) 

The Lord’s care for His people. (Michael- 
mas. ) 


35. An invocation of divine aid against 
malicious and crafty foes. 

36. The wickedness of the ungodly; the mercy 
and faithfulness of God. 

37. The security of the godly. 

38. The lamentation of a penitent over his 
afflictions. (Ash-Wednesday. ) 

39. A complaint in view of approaching 
death. (Burial.) 

40. Self-dedication the true sacrifice in return 
for God’s mercies. (Circumcision: Good 
Friday.) 

41. A prayer for mercy in a sickness which 
calls forth the taunt of foes. 

Book II. 

42. 

43. 

44. An appeal to God from His people op- 
pressed by the heathen. 

45. A marriage song for the king. (Christ- 
mas.) 

46. God’s protection of His city. (Epiphany.) 
47. God’s triumph over the enemies of His 
people. (Epiphany: Ascension.) 

48. The glory and security of Sion, God’s 
dwelling-place. (Epiphany: Whitsun- 


day.) 


A prayer of an exile from the sanctuary. 


49. 


God our only refuge in the certainty of 
death. 

God’s expostulation with His people for 
the formality and insincerity of their 
worship. (Advent.) 

A prayer of penitence. (Ash-Wednesday.) 

A denunciation of the malicious and un- 
godly. 

The folly of the wicked. 

A prayer for deliverance from foes. (Good 
Friday.) 

A cry of one in sore distress from treach- 
ery. (Good Friday.) 

A confident prayer for God’s deliverance 
from enemies. 

God’s intervention on behalf of His faith- 
ful servant. (Easter.) 

A denunciation of the ungodly. 

A prayer for God’s intervention in the 
midst of malicious enemies. 

A confident expectation of victory after 
defeat. 

God the refuge of the exiled king. (Trans- 
figuration.) 

Patient trust in God amidst the assaults 
of foes. 

A protestation of loyal devotion to God. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


ils 


72. 


Book 
oe 


74. 


75. 


76. 
77. 


A prayer for the overthrow of deceitful 
foes. 

A thanksgiving for the blessings of the 
harvest. (Circumcision. ) 

A thanksgiving for a national deliverance. 

A prayer for God’s blessing on the na- 
tions through His chosen people. 
(Epiphany. ) 

A triumphal song recounting God’s vic. 
tories. (Whitsunday.) 

The prayer of a desolate and innocent 
sufferer for deliverance from foes, and 
for vengeance on them. (Good Friday.) 

A cry for help against enemies. 

A confident prayer for God’s protection, 
based on His past care. 

Expectation of the reign of the righteous © 
king. (Epiphany.) 

Ill. 

God’s care for His own, notwithstanding 
the boast of the ungodly. 

A prayer of God’s people in great distress 
and sore oppression. 

Confident rejoicing in God’s triumph over 
His enemies and His people’s. 

A song of triumph at God’s victory. 

A meditation and prayer in time of dis- 
tress. 


88. 


89. 


A rehearsal of God’s dealing with His 
people and of their continual rebellions. 
A prayer for deliverance from scornful 
oppressors. 
A prayer that God would return to His 
_ people in their distress. 


A festival song recounting God’s dealing 


with His people. 

A rebuke of unjust judges. 

A prayer for deliverance of God’s people 
from insulting foes. 

A pilgrim song rejoicing in the worship 
of God’s house. (Purification: Trans- 
figuration.) 

A thanksgiving for God’s merciful return 
to His people. (Christmas.) 

A supplication to God pleading His charac- 
ter and the honour of His Name. (Puri- 


fication. ) 
Sion the city of God’s choice. (Purifica- 
tion.) 


A lamentation by one in uttermost dis- 
tress. (Good Friday.) 

Pleading God’s covenant with His people. 
(Christmas: Annunciation.) 


Book IV. 
90. God the refuge of His people in the short- 


91. 


ness and uncertainty of life. (Circum- 
cision: Burial.) 

God’s protection of His faithful servant. 
(Michaelmas. ) 

The rejoicing of the righteous in God’s 
goodness. 

The security of God’s throne above all 
the commotions of earth. (Trinity: 
Transfiguration. ) 

A prayer for vengeance on the ungodly. 

An invitation to worship. 

A song of praise to God the true ruler and 
judge of all. (Advent.) 

God’s supreme power and dominion. (Ad- 
vent: Trinity.) 

God the deliverer of His people. 

Israel’s God supreme in power and holi- 
ness. (Transfiguration.) 

An exhortation to all to worship the true 
God. 

A protestation of upright walking before 
God. 

A prayer for the restoration of the holy 
city now in ruins. (Ash-Wednesday.) 


103. A thanksgiving for God’s mercies, (Cir- 
ecumcision: Michaelmas.) 

104. A song in praise of God the creator. 
(Whitsunday. ) 

105. God’s providential care for His people. 
106. God’s care for His people notwithstan 
ing their continual rebellions. 

Book V. 

107. A thanksgiving for God’s deliverance of 
His people from manifold troubles. 

108. A confident prayer for help against the 
enemies of God’s people. 

109. A denunciation of cruel and deceitful 
enemies, with a prayer for deliverance 
from them. (Good Friday.) 

110. A vision of the Messiah’s victorious bat- 
tle. (Christmas.) 

111. A thanksgiving for God’s great and gra- 
cious works. (Waster.) 

112. The blessedness and security of the godly. 
(All Saints.) 

113. The great God’s regard of the lowly. 

; (Purification: Easter.) 

114. God the deliverer and protector of His 
people. (Easter.) 

115. The God of Israel contrasted with the 
idols of the heathen. 


A thanksgiving for restoration from ap- 
proaching death. 

All nations are called to praise the true 
God. (Epiphany.) 

A thanksgiving for Israel’s restoration. 
(Haster.) 

A protestation of loyalty to God’s law. 

A complaint of surrounding foes. 

God’s protection of His people. (All 
Saints.) 

A song of joy at the approach te God’s 
sanctuary. 

A prayer for pity amid distress and op- 
pression. 

A thanksgiving for God’s deliverance 
from the hand of cruel enemies. 

The safety of God’s true servants. 

Rejoicing in God’s deliverance of His peo- 
ple for captivity. 

God the protector of His people and their 
homes. 

The domestic happiness of God’s true 
servants. 

God’s deliverance of His people from their 
enemies. 

A humble and trustful cry to God for 
mercy. (Ash-Wednesday.) 


142. 


Childlike trust in God. (Annunciation.) 

A prayer for God’s protection of His 
sanctuary. (Christmas: Annunciation.) 

The joy and blessing of unity. (Trans- 
figuration. ) 

Bidding to the praise of God in the nip 
watches. (Purification. ) 

Praise of Israel’s God contrasted with 
the idols of the heathen. (Epiphany.) 

A hymn of praise for all God’s mercies to 
His people. 

A lamentation of exiles from Sion. 

God’s lovingkindness and power shown 
in the deliverance of his people, (An- 
nunciation. ) 

A meditation on the omnipresence and 
omniscience of God. 

A prayer for deliverance from ungodly 
enemies. 

A prayer for faithfulness amid the snares 
of the ungodly. 

A prayer for God’s help who alone can 
save. 

A prayer for mercy in great distress. 
(Ash-Wednesday. ) 

A song of rejoicing in God’s protection 
and blessing. 


145. A hymn of praise to God for His con- 
tinual goodness. (Whitsunday.) 

146. The Lord the sole trust of His people. 
(All Saints.) 

147. Praise for God’s works in Nature and in 
Providence. 

»148. The praise of God by all His works in 
heaven and on earth. (Michaelmas.) 

149. The praise of God by His redeemed peo- 
ple. (All Saints.) 

150. A general doxology. (Trinity.) 


The Selections of Psalms in the Prayer Book 
(distinct from Proper Psalms for certain days) 
may be regarded as specially appropriate for 
the following occasions: 

First. 1,15, 91. For Saints’ days, or at a Con- 
firmation. 

Second. 4, 31 to v. 7, 91, 134. For a night y 
service. 

Third. 19, 24, 103. For festivals of Apostles 
or Evangelists. 

Fourth. 23, 34, 65. In connexion with the 
Holy Communion. 

Fifth. 26, 438, 141. Penitential. For Holy 
Week. 

Sixth. 32, 130, 121. Penitential. 

Seventh. 37. For Saints’ days or commemora- 
tions. 

Highth. 51, 42. Penitential. 

Ninth. 72, 96. For Christmas and Epiphany 
Seasons, or for Missions. 

Tenth. 77. For a day of humiliation. 

Eleventh. 80, 81. Intercession for the Church. 

Twelfth. 84, 122, 134. For a dedication fes- 
tival. 

Thirteenth. 85, 93, 97. Thanksgiving for the 
Church. 

Fourteenth. 102. Penitential. 


Fifteenth. 107. For an occasion of Thanks- 
giving. 

Sixteenth. 118. For Palm Sunday, or the 
Easter season. 

Seventeenth. 123, 124, 125. For an occasion 

f of Penitence or Intercession. 

Highteenth. 139, 145. For Saints’ days. 

Nineteenth. 147. Festal. 

Twentieth. 148, 149,150. Festal. 


